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the Peace of Westphalia in 1648 the Lower
Palatinate was separated from the Upper,
Bavaria receiving the latter, while the former
became a separate electorate of the Empire
and was henceforth generally known as The
Palatinate, By the treaties of Paris, 1814
and 1815, the Palatinate was split up; Ba-
varia received the largest part, the remainder
being divided among Hesse-Darmstadt, Bad-
en and Prussia.
PALEONTOLOGY, the science which
treats of life that existed upon the earth be-
fore the age of man. Paleontology includes
the study of fossils of both plants and ani-
mals. It is closely related to anatomy, bot-
any and geology, and is one of the sciences
upon which comparative anatomy is founded.
The study of fossils according to the princi-
ples of paleontology is comparative, and it
has enabled geologists to determine the rel-
ative advantages of the different rock forma-
tions and to divide geologic time into the
periods and systems as they are now gen-
erally accepted. See geology; fossil.
PALEOZOIC EEA, that division of geo-
logic time extending from the Protozoic to
the Mesozoie Era and including the Cam-
brian, Ordovician, Silurian, Devonian and
Carboniferous periods, each of which is de-
scribed in these volumes. The time covered
by the Paleozoic Era was exceedingly long,
as shown by the great thickness of the com-
bined rock formations and the development
of life from the protozoa to the vertebrates.
See geology; mesozoio era, and articles on
the periods and systems named above.
PALER'MO, a seaport, the capital of
Sicily, on the north side of the island, on the
Bay of Palermo. The city is ornamented
with numerous fountains and has many
notable buildings, among which are a cathe-
dral of the twelfth century, the churches of
San Salvatore, San Domenico and San
Giovanni degli Eremiti, a royal palace, a
picture gallery, an armory, an archiepiscopal
palace and a customhouse. The city is the
seat of a university which has about 1,600
students, and is the center of all government
activity on the island.
Palermo was probably founded by the
Phoenicians; and it afterwards became the
capital of the Carthaginian possessions in
Sicily. It was taken by the Romans in 254
b. a The Saracens held it for a time, and in
1072 it fell to the Normans. The German
emperors and the French subsequently held it,
 and from the time of the Sicilian Vespers it
shared the fortunes of the Sicilian kingdom.
Garibaldi captured the town in 1860. Popu-
lation, 1931,389,699.
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k ALESTIKE, pal'es tine,
or THE HOLY LAND,
a small country on the
eastern shore of the Medi-
terranean Sea, southwest
of the republic of
Syria, famous as the
scene of Christ's minis-
try. Revered alike by
Christians and by Jews,
Palestine during the four
centuries following 1516
was a possession of the
Mohammedan Turks. In
the last year of the World
War, 1917-1918, Palestine was reclaimed
from the Crescent by British forces. This tri-
umph and the collapse of the Germanic alli-
ance freed Palestine from Turkish rule. It
remained under military control until 1920,
and was then placed under mandate to Great
Britain. The Jewish population organized a
local government, to represent them in their
relations with the British, and the Moham-
medan population (in the majority) also
appointed spokesmen. The Jewish hope of
establishing here a new Jewish nation (see
zionist movement) is not likely to meet with
complete success because of natural hostility
of Arab to Jew.
Palestine was early known as Canaan and
Philistia. In the time of the patriarchs it
was occupied by a number of independent
tribes, but in the eleventh century b. c. it
was united by Saul into a kingdom, which
passed successively to David and Solomon*
In the tenth century the kingdom was cut
in two—Israel, in the north; Judah, in the
south. The former fell before Assyria in
722 b. cv and the latter was conquered by
Babylonia in 586 b. c. In the time of Christ,
Palestine was held by Rome and was divided
into four provinces, known as Galilee,
Samaria, Judea and Peraea. In the seventh
century A. d. it fell into the hands of the
Mohammedans, whose brutal treatment of the
Christians was one of the causes of the
Crusades. In 1516 Palestine became a part
of the Turkish Empire.
Modern Palestine. The life of the peo-
ple has not greatly changed throughout the
centuries. The shepherds still watch their

